Web site helps trap fake sports collectibles

ALL BUSINESS

ronto police launched an inves-

tigation info a sporis

memorabilia scam after Paul
Maolitor, then a star with the To-
ronbe Elue Jays, discovered hems
besaring his name for sale that he
had not signed.

Mloat of the collectibles scized by
police featured the signaiunes of
Blue Jays and Toronio Maple Leals
players — hats, baseballs, pucks,
sticks and photographs — and were
worth abowt S1-million (all Ggures
L5

Former Maple Leafs public rela-
thons director Bob Sicllick remem-
bers the investigation.

“I1 was quite somcthing (o see
Wendel Clark, Felix Poavin and
Dy Gilmasur roaming wp and
devwn e heall amomg S0 items laid
out at Maple Leal Gardens as

though they were al a nummage
sake, Inying o figure oul what they

In MNovember of 1993, the To-

Tl ;T:td and what they hadn'e,”

The sale of sports collectibles
and aulographod memorabilia is
worth about $1-billion a vear in the
Uniived States and Canada and is
growing, mostly because the scope
of the Internet has crestsd o world
market. The ano the Intemmet
offers buyers and seflers makes an
ideal environment for fraud.

Acconding o the LS. Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, as many as
two oul of three sporis collectibles
sodd In North America are fakes.
Thie FBI says that 85 per cent of
memaorabilia autographed by St
Lowis Cardinals shugger Ma
MoGwire is phoy.

Tucnmhulhhnﬂemrﬂd[rnh-
lem, the H has
hired CrossOff, a Halifax-based
company, 1o authenticote, register
and track its Legends line of prod-
ucks,

The Legends itemas, sold on-line
at the hall's Workd Wide Web site
[www_ hhol com), includes memo-
rabilia of 20 Hockey Hall of Fame
micmbsers, inchuding Maroe] Di-
anne, Guy Lalleur, Bobby O and
Hurry Honwedl

ihrough the Hockey Hatlof
ey thi Hockey H
Fame's Web site, CrossONT assigns it
a certificate that Incledes a regisia-

ton number. a hidden perunnal
identification number (timilar (o
that for a bank card) and a num-
bered hologram that matches one
swmi o the jersey,

Omnoe the shin is purchised, the
buyer confirms its authenticlty on-
line using the registration number.
IT the original owner decides 1o sell
the item in futare, he will also sell
the PIM with it, which the new
owner could change. There ks al-
wavs a record of the item's previous
niembers so its history can
trwcked forever on the CrossCdl
Wb slte (www.crnssodl.com). The
company will even be linked to on-
line auction giant cBay.

The system ks similar fo the one
used by thee sports trading card
company Upper Deck, which uses
holopgrams 1o authenticate jis 1i-
cenced iems. And it works lin the
vy government tracks the owner-
ship history of a car.

It's & neat idea that protects the
Consumer. Sports memorakilia En'l
often cheap. Among items in the
Legends line, a signed Bobby Omr
Jersey costs $379.99 and a sthck
shpned by Gordie Howe leiches
523999, Bul suthenticity and peace
of mind for the callector is in-
clubed.

Dannle Snow, the chiel executive
alfficer of CrossOHT and the system’s

imvenior, spent about fowr

Eink nﬂhdu:yurmrg:l“
became CrossOfL

CABfT ' also works with I'I'u*"".rw

York firm OmiGuard 1o register and

authenticale contemporry works

of an.

*It's a preity simple salution that
works quite well,” Snow said. “You
can keep your personal sports
memarabilia colbection on-line the
way you keep your stock portfolio.
And we'ne quiile sure we can ol
back on a lot of the problems you
are seelng today with froud.”

Harry Howell, who spent 21 NHL
seasons with Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, Dakland and the New York

s hee s mever run into
any (raudulent merchandise tha
was supposed o be his,

“1 would be very upset. The hon-
sl people who are memsoralillia
collectors, | think they deserve a
real signature,” Howell said. *I'd
Teel sorry for them if they pald S500
Tor a sweater with a signaiure on i
and it's phony.”

Marcel Dionne, who spent 18
seasons with Detroit, Los Angeles
and New Yaork, has items belng of -
Fered in the Hockey Hall of Fame's
Legends line. He is relieved that
CrossOff has teamed up with the
hall becaise he has seen too many
instances of fraud in his thme and

travels. “A lot af players who do
card signings rely on them for
sounces of income during their re-
tirement vears, and when
sl shings with thedr names signed
by others, it cuts into that money
that they showuld be eaming afver
thels plaving days are over,” Di-
e said.

snvotw came up with the idea one
day afier mevting Howe. a Hall of
Fame plaver, during a shoot for a
television commerncial. Howe had
just come from a card signing and
related & story that clearly
him. “Gondie sald there had been a
man who had brought a pair of
shates he'd purchased under the
impresshon they'd boen Howe's,”
Sovone sadd. “The man wanted (Gor-
die to sign them, but Gordie real-
iz the skates had never been his
and he wouldn't sign them. The
man was terribly upser. He'd spent
two years carving a wooden case for
ihem and ihen o discover they
were fakes. Gondie Howe should be
able 10 go to a card show and not
have to worry abowt peophe maldng
him leel sl abowt barying fraudu-
lemi callectibles.”
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